
2011  Meeting Schedule  
 Meetings are scheduled for 

the third Saturday of the month 

from 11 am to 2 pm (unless 
noted otherwise). Do NOT as-

sume meeting datesñconfirm 

them with a club officer!  

U    January 15th 

U    February 19th  

U    March 19th 

U    April 23rd (4th Sat!) 

U    May 21st 

U    June 18th 

U     July 16th 

U     August 20th 

U    September 17th 

U    October 15th 

U    November 19th 

U    December 17th 

 Inclement weather phone 

number: (301) 474 -5255. p 
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Association  

 The November meet-

ingðwhat can I say?  

WoW!  Not only a great 

Toys for Tots turnout, 

but a great member turn-

out as well!  

 This month, Rich 

Wilson pores over the 

Trumpeter Ranchero, 

while new MAMA re-

viewer Sean Brian Kirby 

takes an in-depth peek at 

the Tall óTô double kit.  

Thanks, guys! 

Merry Christmas Everyone!  
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 Speakinô of Pontiacs, 

thanks to everyone who 

continues to display their 

pint-sized Pontiac Power.  

 The raffle raised 

$116.00, while the 

door kicked in an 

additional $243.00.  

Tanks a bunch, 

guys!   Thanks to the 

raffle donors:  Brad, 

Ron Bradley, Steve 

M. Buter, Jerry 

Frazier, Matt Guil-

foyle, Mark Mason, Nick 

Sickle, Steve Scott, Rich 

Wilson, Max Wolfthal, 

and Replicas & Minia-

tures Co. of MD.  p 

 Round 2, LLC, an-

nounced Nov. 30th that 

they acquired all rights to 

model kit brands AMT, 

MPC and Polar Lights 

from TOMY Interna-

tional, Inc. (formerly 

RC2 Corporation).  

 Round 2 acquired 

them from TOMY Inter-

national after manufac-

turing branded model kits 

under a licensing agree-

ment since 2008.   

 ñWeôve had a great 

relationship with TOMY 

International for a long 

time and it has been a 

pleasure work-

ing with them as 

a licensee and 

now as a 

buyer,ò said 

Thomas Lowe, 

President of 

Round 2 LLC.  

 ñWe feel 

extremely fortu-

nate to be acquiring these 

brands,ò continued 

Lowe.  ñThese are some 

of the industryôs most 

iconic brands and our 

acquisition represents a 

significant strategic fit 

with our initiatives and 

where we believe the in-

dustry is headed, in the 

near and long 

term.  This deal 

is a win for 

R o u n d  2 , 

TOMY and 

most impor-

tantly, model-

ers.ò  

 ñWe are 

pleased to have 

been working with 

Round 2 as a licensee the 

last three years, and now 

as the buyer,ò said Pete 

Henseler, president of 

(Continued on page 10) 

AMT/Round 2 Sold!!  
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Twas the Night Before Christmas in Brooklyn  

Twas da Night Before Christmas, 

Da whole house was mella, 

Not a creature was stirrin,ô 

Cuz I had a gun unda da pilla. 

 

When, up on da roof 

I hoid somethinô pound, 

I sprung to da winda 

To scream, ñYo, keep it down!ò 

 

When what to my wonderinô eyes should appear, 

But da Don of all elves, 

And eight frigginô reindeer! 

 

Witô slicked-back black hair, 

And a silky red suit, 

Don Christopher wuz here, 

And he brought along da loot! 

 

Witô a slap óa der snouts, 

And a yank on der manes, 

He cursed and he shouted, 

 

And he called dem by name. 

ñYo Tony, Yo Frankie, Yo Vinnie, Yo Vito, 

Ay Joey, Ay Paulie, Ay Pepe, Ay Guido!ò 

As I drew out my gun and hid by da bed, 

He flew tru da winda, and slapped me upside da head! 

ñWhat da Hell ya doin,ô 

Pullinô a gun on da Don?!ò 

ñNow, All yousô is gettingô is coal, 

Ya frigginô moron!ò 

 

Den, pointinô a fat finga, 

Right unda my nose, 

He twisted his pinky ring, 

And up da chimney he rose. 

 

He sprang to his sleigh, 

Obsenities streamin,ô 

Away dey all flew, 

Before he trew óem a beatin.ô 

 

Den I hoid him yell out, 

What I did least expect, 

ñMerry Frigginô Christmas to All, 

And yous better show some respect!ò  p 

(Thanks to Terry Jessee!) 
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ô65 Falcon Ranchero 

 [Trumpeter , stock plus] 

 Of the four versions planned 

by Trumpeter, this is the one Iôve 

been waiting for most.  Having 

owned a Ranchero many years 

ago I still like them, though mine 

wasnôt Falcon based.  Falcons 

never seemed to get much in the 

way of performance options or 

respect, and itôs a shame.  Kits of 

Falcons never seem to come with 

the basic parts that 90% of the real 

ones came with.  In ó63 there was 

a óSprintô option package, which 

included a 260 cubic inch V-8, 

and in ó65 Ford of Canada offered 

the ñKò code 289/271.  But since 

only 14 were built, the NHRA 

wouldnôt let them race.  The ñKò 

code version was not offered in 

the US in ó64 or ó65. 

 Engine:  Needless to say, this 

engine is the same as the previous 

issue, except this time we get the 

rest of the ñCobraò parts.  I just 

wish Trumpeter had put these 

parts on a chrome tree.  We get 

the finned aluminum (Cobra) 

valve covers, though the fins 

could stand to be more pro-

nounced, a dual-four barrel carb 

intake and two-piece oval air 

cleaner or two small round air 

cleaners that are chromed.  The 

exhaust manifolds seem a little 

narrow and thin.  A set of tri-Y 

headers WOULD have been a nice 

touch and complemented the Co-

bra engine.  Another nice touch 

would have been the ósmallô 6-

cylinder engine, but both of those 

items are available from the after-

market.  The kit includes a genera-

tor which IS correct for the ó64 

Fords; it should be replaced with 

the alternator 

which is in-

cluded.  The 

transmission in 

this kit is still 

the C-4.  The 

toploader was 

available with 

the Canadian 

ñKò code op-

tion, but isnôt in this kit.  Having 

said that, no such car (289/271/

toploader) was ever built on the 

Ranchero body. 

 Chassis:  Believe it or not, 

the chassis is different.  The 

body of the Ranchero from the 

centerline of the rear axle to the 

rear bumper is longer than the 

other body styles.  And since the 

rear wheel tubs are made with 

the pick-up bed, the chassis in 

this kit reflects the correct stock 

shape.  Those wanting a more 

correct stock convertible or 

coupe could easily shorten this 

chassis.  The rest of the chassis 

components are carryovers from 

the previous kits. 

 Interior:  Itôs a platform 

style and the good news is the 

seat is a separate two-piece as-

sembly.  But there are locator 

marks on the floor for bucket 

seats which seems curious.  

Again, there is a manual floor 

shifter and clutch pedal for the 

automatic transmission.  There is 

a column shifter but no turn sig-

nal lever.  What I didnôt expect is 

that the dash is different and the 

decal gauges and trim reflect it.  

Separate gas and brake pedals 

are included and a clutch pedal 

as well (for an automatic trans-

mission?).  If you canôt find 

them, itôs because they really are 

separate (individual that is).  

Seatbelts became mandatory in 

ó63 though none are in this kit; 

they were very simple in nature 

and easy to add. 

 Body:  This is where it gets 

dicey.  If you look at the box art 

on the side of the box youôll no-

tice there is a gas cap on both 

rear fenders and the body in the 

box is that way also.  The one on 

the driversô side is correct.  Itôll 

be a bit of a pain to fill because 

of itsô proximity to a side mold-

ing.  Also, the bed builds up on 

the chassis with the rear of the 

cab which is a separate piece 

from the main body.  What this 

means is Trumpeter expects us to 

paint the bed and the body sepa-

rately and then glue them to-

gether which will be a mess.  Al-

though I havenôt tried it yet, I 

think we can assemble all of the 

body with the bed, paint it, then 

put it together with the chassis 

like we usually do.  The biggest 

disappointment is the grille; itôs 

totally wrong.  The individual 

elements are right, but they are 

inside out so to speak.  Iôm afraid 

it canôt be fixed.  The best hope 

would be to fit an AMT grille 

(Continued on page 10) 
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printed form on the reproduced 

parts.  By producing these new 

bodies, they have brought back 

classic old kits without anything 

missing.  They are to be com-

mended for this, because, for the 

price of tooling one item, they 

give modelers the chance to recre-

ate old favorites without needing 

to wonder where that old part 

might be found.  These revived 

AMT kits appear to be extremely 

popular, surely because of their 

being fully-renewed. 

 The body is not one but two, 

with the roadster body shared be-

tween this and the other double 

Model T kit, and the newly-tooled 

stock-height T coupe body, with 

its integral trunk area.  The road-

ster body may be mated with a 

turtle deck, stock pickup bed, or a 

(Continued on page 5) 

c o m p e t i t i o n 

coupe or a Fad 

T roadster in 

any number of stylesðis 

entirely the choice of the 

builder. 

The Kit  
 Upon hearing about 

this release from Round 2/

AMT, the first thought 

was, didnôt we just get this 

model with the other T 

double kit, albeit without 

the stock T coupe body?  

While this at first blush 

may seem to be the caseð

and these two kits are 

based upon the otherðthis 

is not how it is, at all.  

While the other kit offers 

the stock roadster varia-

tions and myriad other op-

tions using the roadster 

and heavily chopped coupe 

bodiesðthe rods one can 

build from this kit are 

more of a ó50s flavor.  What you 

get in the new kit is a very groovy 

little ó60s-style approach to the T 

rod gameðand yet more stock 

options, given the stock coupe 

body. 

 Round 2 has done yeoman ser-

vice in their custody of many of 

the old AMT tools.  The two T 

kits they have produced are an 

excellent example, with their re-

tooling new coupe bodies for each 

kit, faithfully reproducing the old 

kit bodies that had disappeared 

over the years and reissues.  Each 

coupe bodyðthe chopped one in 

the last release, and the stock-

height one we have nowðis a 

clean, fresh molding. In lieu of 

raised lettering molded into the 

bodies, Round 2 proudly gives all 

the pertinent information in 

Introduction  
 The Model T was Americaôs 

introduction to affordable motor-

ing, the brainchild of an enterpris-

ing American mechanical and 

business genius who put his fel-

low countrymen on the road by 

the millions with reasonably-

priced, dependable automobiles.  

Over 15,000,000 would be pro-

duced from its model run between 

1908 and 1927. 

 The T was also one of the 

original hot rods, with many after-

market parts produced to really 

get these bone-simple little cars 

going.  They raced sideways on 

the dirt tracks and straight ahead 

and fast-as-you-can on the salt and 

beaches.  While the later Model 

As, Deuces, and 1933-34 Fords 

would supersede the Ts in popu-

larity with rodders, in no small 

part due to their having engines 

with greater performance poten-

tial, they saw a vast resurgence in 

popularity in the ó60s and ó70s.  

Tommy Ivoôs Nailhead-powered 

beauty and Norm Grabowskiôs 

famed Kookie Karðnamed for 

the character who drove it on the 

television program ó77 Sunset 

Stripôðmarked the beginnings of 

this new trend, the birth (or re-

birth, depending on how you look 

at it) of the T-bucket, often found 

in the form of ñFad Tsòðrods 

built starting with fiberglass bod-

ies and prefabricated frames. 

 With this neato little reissue 

from AMT, you can have one of 

each:  A stock original, and a Six-

ties-style rod.  And what combina-

tion is chosenðstock tall T coupe, 

roadster, or roadster pickup; tall T 

ôTall Tõ Double Kit 


