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 As discussed at the 

February meeting, the 

recently held New York 

Toy Show had some an-

nouncements of note 

posted on social media 

(with more apparently to 

be revealed at a later 

date). CoolðAssorted 

Sources p 

This is the newsletter 

of the Maryland 

Automotive Modelers 

Association  
 February, given the 

time of year, and chances 

of a weather ñevent,ò 

came off very well, with 

quite a group of MAMA 

members present.  

 An update on Ron 

HamiltonðI spoke with 

him just before the meet-

ing. Seems to be doing 

well, losing weight, and 

hoping to return very 

soon (a month or two?!)! 

 The ñotherò Ron 

(Shirey!) did his usual 

excellent work on what 

to expect with regard to 

upcoming releases.  

 The ñPontiac Ga-

rageò was onsite as al-

ways.  

 The raffle raised 

$89.00, while the door 

added $228.00 (!). Paid 

the rent againðand then 

some! Thanks to the fol-

lowing donors: Brad, 

Bruce Black, Steve M. 

Buter, Mike Costic, Matt 

Guilfoyle, Greg Johnson 

(northern VA benefac-

tor), Mark Mason, Jim 

Maness, Rich Meany, 

George Openhym, Mark 

Parkhurst, Replicas & 

Miniatures Co. of MD 

(Norman), and Ron 

Shirey. Thanks guysð

we ópreciate itˈTim p 
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2026  MAMA  Schedule 

 We meet in our new loca-

tion, the Salaried Employees 
Association (SEA) Union Hall , 

1300 Hanover Road, Hanover, 

MD 21076, on the schedule 

listed below, from 10 am to 2 
pm:  

UJanuary 17th 

UFebruary 21st 

UMarch 21st 

UApril 18th 

UMayðNo Meeting!  

UJune 20th 

UJuly 18th 

UAugust 15th 

USeptember 19th 

UOctober 17th 

UNovember 21st 

UDecember 19th (10-3!) 

 Hope to see you there p 

òServing Delmarva Car Modelers for 37 Years!ó 

Show Season Commences!  
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* (Model Of the Month!) 

 The Febru-

ary honoree for 

this ñofficial un-

officialò award is MAMAôs Prez Tim Powers.  

 Tim started out with an ñOdd coupleò, consisting 

of AMT and Testors kits. Here is Tim with the de-

tails. 

 The Jeep Hot-Rod 
 The olive-drab green hot-rod Jeep was inspired 

by an actual vehicle I saw in a YouTube video from 

a French Jeep event in 2013. I learned that itôs a hot-

rodded Hotchkiss M201, which is the French-

licensed version of the WWII-style Willys Jeep MB 

model. 

 I started with an un-boxed Testors re-issue of the 

Italeri Willys MB that I had bought as a $5.00 

bagged kit. I partly disassembled a built-up Hase-

gawa Willys Jeep MB that I had bought at NNL East 

for $5.00 to get the seat cushions and dash, which 

better resembled the Hotchkiss dash. For the rear 

non-directional tires I raided a 1/35 scale Long Tom 

M59 (a heavy World War II era towed 155MM Can-

non) kit from AFV Club. These tires fit the Testors 

wheels perfectly and had a taller profile than the 

Testors tires, giving the jeep that traditional ñbigs-

and-littlesò look that works so well on hot rods. 

 The front suspension, rear disc brakes, engine 

mounts, transmission cross-member, 302c.i. engine/

C4 automatic transmission combination, and front 

frame horns are from a leftover Revell 1932 Ford 

hotrod kit in my parts stash. The front axle, rear 

axle, disc brakes, radiator, electric fan, drive shaft, 

(Continued on page 10) 

M.O.M*  
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ware update rolled out in 

an earlier safety recall re-

leased in 2024. 

The initial recall was is-

sued to address a potential 

transmission valve failure 

issue, which could result in 

the vehicleôs rear wheels 

locking up, however, some 

of the recalled units may 

have received the wrong 

software update. 

(Continued on page 11) 

 óGMCô has issued product re-

calls for the following vehicles: 

§ A total of 43,832 2022 

SUVs, broken down as fol-

lows: 3,609 Cadillac Es-

calades, 2,239 Cadillac 

Escalade ESVs, 17,178 

Chevy Tahoes, 7,616 

Chevy Suburbans, 7,920 

GMC Yukons, and 5,270 

Yukon XLs, all of which 

may exhibit an issue with 

the software monitoring 

the SUVsô transmission 

valve. óGMCô previously 

released a recall for the 

same issue in 2024, but 

now, this new recall covers 

the 2022 model year, as 

well. 

The issue involves the po-

tential failure of the trans-

mission valve, which, if 

left unaddressed, can result 

in rear-wheel lock-up. 

In the new recall, óGMCô 

states that the transmission 

control valve for the vehi-

cles may wear out over 

time, which can potentially 

result in a fluid leak inside 

the valve body. The leak 

may not be flagged by the 

vehicle software. 

If there is a pressure loss 

in the transmission valve, 

it can lead to harsh shift-

ing. Further wear can also 

cause the rear wheels of 

the SUV to lock up, which 

may result in a crash. 

To address the issue, 

dealer techs will update 

the transmission control 

module (TCM) software, 

which will monitor the 

transmission valve and 

flag any excessive wear 

before a 

wheel 

lock-up 

condi-

tion oc-

curs. If 

exces-

sive 

wear is 

detected, 

the soft-

ware 

will limit 

the 

transmis-

sion to 

fifth gear 

and illu-

minate a 

service 

engine 

light, 

while 

also re-

ducing 

available 

propul-

sion. 

§ A total 

of 749 2020-22 light and 

heavy-duty pickups bro-

ken down as follows: 34 

Silverado 1500s, 218 

2500HDs, and 76 

3500HDs, 164 2020-22 

GMC Sierra 1500s, 234 

Sierra 2500HDs, and 23 

3500HDs. The original 

recall impacted 66,897 

Chevy Silverado 1500s, 

166,541 Chevy Silverado 

HDs, 80,033 GMC Sierra 

1500s and 135,323 GMC 

Sierra HDs. 

The updated recall ad-

dresses an issue wherein 

certain units may have re-

ceived an incorrect soft-

ôGMCõ Recall Ticker 

# of Recalls  
356 (!)  

# of Vehicles Affected  
59,205,992  
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CBPôs border 

security mission 

and keeping our 

border commu-

nities safe,ò said 

Port Director 

Alberto Flores, 

Laredo Port of 

Entry. 

 The C8 it-

self now sits in 

an evidence lot, 

its fate uncertain. The government 

could auction the seized sports car 

to the public or add it to the gov-

ernment fleet. Regardless, the 

driver wonôt see it again anytime 

soon. The C8 delivers supercar 

performance for a fraction of the 

price, but even its blistering accel-

eration canôt outrun federal law 

enforcement. At least now we 

have another real-world example 

of the sports carôs cargo hauling 

capabilities. 

 The 2026 C8 introduces a va-

riety of important updates, includ-

ing a major interior overhaul high-

lighted by a trio of digital screens, 

now included as standard across 

the C8 lineup. Unfortunately, cus-

tomers are already reporting prob-

lems with the updated display sys-

tem. To make matters worse, the 

only solution seems to be an out-

right replacement of the affected 

hardware. 

 For those readers who may 

have missed it, every C8 variant is 

now equipped with a sweeping, 

driver-focused digital cockpit, 

which was introduced in conjunc-

tion with the debut of 2026 model 

year. The new setup includes a 

12.7-inch center infotainment dis-

play, a 14-inch digital Driver In-

formation Center (DIC), and a 6.6

-inch auxiliary touchscreen 

 You can fit a surprising 

amount of stuff in a C8. With 12.6 

cubic feet of cargo space split be-

tween the front trunk and the rear, 

the mid-engine sports car offers 

enough room for a weekendôs 

worth of luggage or, as one driver 

recently discovered, enough space 

to land yourself in a federal 

prison. US Customs and Border 

Protection officers at the Laredo 

Port of Entry arrested a motorist 

last month after discovering a 

small arsenal hidden inside a 2021 

C8. 

 The incident unfolded on Feb-

ruary 3rd at the Juarez-Lincoln 

Bridge in Texas. Officers conduct-

ing outbound operationsð

inspections on vehicles leaving 

the US for Mexicoðpulled the C8 

over for a secondary examination. 

After a nonintrusive inspection 

system scan and a canine sniff, 

authorities found 44 handguns 

and 79 magazines concealed 

within the vehicle. 

 Homeland Security Investiga-

tions special agents took the driver 

into custody and launched a crimi-

nal probe. Federal authorities 

havenôt released the suspectôs 

name or a potential motive, but 

the sheer volume of weaponry 

suggests a smuggling operation 

rather than a personal collection. 

The seizure highlights the critical 

outbound work CBP performs, 

catching illegal firearms before 

they cross the southern border. 

 ñSignificant outbound weap-

ons seizures, like the one realized 

by our officers at Juarez-Lincoln 

Bridge, reflect the relentless dedi-

cation of our officers to upholding 

mounted to the left of the steering 

wheel. The new cabin arrange-

ment also replaces the vertical 

ñwall of buttonsò seen prior to the 

2026-model-year refresh with a 

cleaner, more horizontal layout. 

 However, despite the up-

graded infotainment hardware, 

owners are reporting that the large 

center infotainment screen on 

their new C8 can malfunction 

shortly after startup. In affected 

vehicles, approximately half of the 

display becomes covered by a grid

-like pattern that obscures critical 

information. The glitch makes 

menus, icons, and system func-

tions difficult (if not impossible) 

to read. 

 According to GM Authority 

sources, replacing the screen as-

sembly is currently the only 

known fix. At this time, Chevy 

has not provided a timeline for 

when replacement units will be 

widely available, potentially leav-

ing early buyers waiting for parts. 

 The 2026 Corvette is equipped 

with óGMCôs IVE infotainment 

screen hardware, which is part of 

a broader rollout of next-gen dis-

play technology across multiple 

óGMCô models, and to that end, 

the C8 isnôt the only model im-

pacted by this screen issue. 

(Continued on page 12) 

C8 Watch  
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